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Summary count with COUNTIF

Generic formula 

= COUNTIF(range,criteria)

Summary 

To create a summary count, you can use COUNTIF or COUNTIFS. In the example shown, the
formula in cell G5 is:

= COUNTIF(colors,F5)

where "colors" is a named range for cells D5:D11

Explanation 

When working with data, a common need is to perform summary calculations that show total
counts in different ways. For example, total counts by category, color, size, status, etc. The
COUNTIF function is a good way to generate these kinds of totals.

If you have a limited number of values to count this is a good solution. However, if you
have a large list of values that will change over time, a pivot table is a better option.

Example problem and solution

In the example shown, we have a small set of order data. All orders are for T-shirts, which come in
3 different colors: red, blue, and black.

To the left, we are using COUNTIF to provide a breakdown by color. The formula in cell G5 is:

= COUNTIF(colors,F5)

where "colors" is a named range for cells D5:D11. We are using a named range in this case to make
the formula easy to copy down the summary table. Alternately, you could use an absolute
reference like so:

= COUNTIF($D$5:$D$11,F5) // absolute address option

The COUNTIF function takes two arguments: a range of cells to count, and the criteria to use for
counting. In this case we want to count by color, so we have set up a small table that lists all colors
in column F. This allows us to use the the color names in column F both for labels, and for the
criteria that goes into COUNTIF as the second argument.

In this case, we are testing equality, so we don't need to use any logical operators. We can simply
enter the named range "color" for range, and a reference to the adjacent cell in column F for the
criteria.
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Related formulas 

Summary count with percentage breakdown
In this example, the goal is to calculate a count and percentage
for each category shown in column B. For convenience, the
category values in column B are in the named range category
(B5:B122). To generate the count, we use the COUNTIF function
...

Count cells that contain specific text
The COUNTIF function counts cells in a range that meet criteria.
For example, to count the number of cells in a range that contain
"a" you can use: = COUNTIF ( range , "a" ) // exact match However,
note this is an exact match. In order to...

Running count of occurrence in list
Working from the inside out, the COUNTIF function is set up to
count the value "blue" that appears in column B: COUNTIF (
$B$5:B5 , "blue" ) Note the left side of the range reference is
locked ($B$5) and the right side is relative (B5)...

Summary count by month with COUNTIFS
In this example, we have a list of 100 issues in Columns B to D.
Each issue has a date and priority. We are also using the named
range "dates" for C5:C104 and "priorities" for D5:D105. Starting
in column F, we have a summary table that shows a total...

Two-way summary count with COUNTIFS
The COUNTIFS function is designed to count things based on
more than one criteria. In this case, the trick is to build a
summary table first that contains one set of criteria in the left-
most column, and a second set of criteria as column headings...

Related functions 

Excel COUNTIF Function
COUNTIF is an Excel function to count cells in a range that meet a
single condition. COUNTIF can be used to count cells that contain
dates, numbers, and text. The criteria used in COUNTIF supports
logical...

Related videos 

How to use the COUNTIFS function
In this video we'll look at how to use the COUNTIFS function to
count cells that meet multiple criteria in a set of data.   

How to build a simple summary table
Pivot Tables are fantastic tools for summarizing data, but you can
also use formulas to build your own summaries using functions
like COUNTIF and SUMIF. See how in this 3 minute video.

Related courses 

Core Formula

Excel Formula Training
Formulas are the key to getting things done in
Excel. In this accelerated training, you'll learn how to
use formulas to manipulate text, work with dates and
times, lookup values with VLOOKUP and INDEX &
MATCH, count and sum with criteria, dynamically
rank values, and create dynamic ranges. You'll also
learn how to troubleshoot, trace errors, and fix
problems. Instant access. See details here.
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I run Exceljet with my
wife, Lisa. Our goal is to
help you work faster in

Excel. We create short videos, and clear
examples of formulas, functions, pivot
tables, conditional formatting, and
charts. Read more.

Excel video training
Quick, clean, and to the point.

Learn more

Just wanted to drop in and say thank you! You've helped me solve SO MANY PROBLEMS over the
years. Today, I learned the difference between Excel's FIND and SEARCH function and was able to
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