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Count items in list

Generic formula 

= COUNTIFS(A:A,A1,B:B,B1)

Summary 

To create a count of the values that appear in in a list or table, you can use the COUNTIFS
function. In the example shown, the formula in D5 is:

= COUNTIFS(B:B,B5,C:C,C5)

Explanation 

The COUNTIFS function takes range/criteria pairs, and delivers a count when all criteria match.
This example, contains two range/criteria pairs.

In pair 1, the range is B:B (entered as a full column reference) and the criteria is B5. By itself, this
pair would return a count of every value in column B.

In pair 2, the range is C:C, and the criteria is C5. By itself, this pair would return a count of every
value in column C.

Because both pairs appear in the same COUNTIFs function, they link the values in column B with
those in column C, and COUNTIFS generates a count of each B/C combination that appears in the
table.

Author 

Dave Bruns

Related formulas 

Summary count with COUNTIF
When working with data, a common need is to perform summary
calculations that show total counts in different ways. For
example, total counts by category, color, size, status, etc. The
COUNTIF function is a good way to generate these kinds of
totals...

Count cells that contain specific text
The COUNTIF function counts cells in a range that meet criteria.
For example, to count the number of cells in a range that contain
"a" you can use: = COUNTIF ( range , "a" ) // exact match However,
note this is an exact match. In order to...

Calculate running total
This formula uses what is called a " mixed reference " to create an
"expanding range". A mixed reference is a reference that includes
both absolute and relative parts. In this case, the SUM formula
refers to the range C6:C6. However, the first...

Count occurrences in entire workbook
Working from the inside out, we first have this expression inside
the INDIRECT function: "'" & sheets & "'!A1:Z10000" Because
"sheets" is a named range that contains "Sheet1", "Sheet2", and
"Sheet3", we get an array like...

Related functions 

Excel COUNTIFS Function
The Excel COUNTIFS function returns the count of cells that
meet one or more criteria. COUNTIFS can be used with criteria
based on dates, numbers, text, and other conditions. COUNTIFS
supports logical operators (>,...

Related courses 

Core Formula

Excel Formula Training
Formulas are the key to getting things done in
Excel. In this accelerated training, you'll learn how to
use formulas to manipulate text, work with dates and
times, lookup values with VLOOKUP and INDEX &
MATCH, count and sum with criteria, dynamically
rank values, and create dynamic ranges. You'll also
learn how to troubleshoot, trace errors, and fix
problems. Instant access. See details here.

500 Formulas | 101 Functions

Download 100+ Important Excel Functions

Get over 100 Excel Functions you should know in one handy PDF.

email address Get the PDF

Topics

Formula Basics
Formula Examples
Conditional Formatting
Pivot Tables
Excel Tables
Excel Charts
Shortcuts
More...

Key functions

IF function
VLOOKUP function
XLOOKUP function
FILTER function
SUMIFS function
COUNTIFS function
SUMPRODUCT function
INDEX and MATCH
More functions...

Hi - I'm Dave Bruns, and
I run Exceljet with my
wife, Lisa. Our goal is to
help you work faster in

Excel. We create short videos, and clear
examples of formulas, functions, pivot
tables, conditional formatting, and
charts. Read more.

Excel video training
Quick, clean, and to the point.

Learn more

Your website and your emails are the best!!! Thank you! I’m going to try to do the pivot table video
soon. -Lydia
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