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Count cells that are not blank

Generic formula 

= COUNTA(range)

Summary 

To count cells that are not blank in a range, you can use the COUNTA function. In the example
shown, D5 contains this formula:

= COUNTA(B5:B9)

Explanation 

COUNTA is fully automatic. When given a range of cells, it returns a count of cells that contain
numbers, text, logical values, and errors. Empty cells are ignored.

With COUNTIF and COUNTIFS

To count non-blank cells with the COUNTIF function, you can use a formula like this:

= COUNTIF(range,"<>")

This same approach can be extended with the COUNTIFS function like this:

= COUNTIFS(rng1,">100",rng2,"<>")

Here we counting cells when the value in rng1 is greater than 100 and rng2 is not blank.

See also: 50 examples of formula criteria.

Count cells with at least one character

One problem with COUNTA is that it will also count empty strings returned by formulas (=""). If
you run into this problem, you can use a formula like this:

= SUMPRODUCT( -- (LEN(A1:A100) > 0))

Here, the LEN function returns a character count for each cell in the range, which is then
compared to zero with the greater than operator (>). This expression returns TRUE for cells that
contain at least 1 character, and FALSE for others. The double-negative (--) is used to coerce the
TRUE/FALSE values to ones and zeros, and the SUMPRODUCT function returns the sum.

Count blank cells

To count cells that are blank, you can use the COUNTBLANK function like so:

= COUNTBLANK(B4:B9)

Author 

Dave Bruns

Related formulas 

Count cells that contain numbers
The COUNT function is fully automatic. It counts the number of
cells in the range that contain numbers and returns the result.
Count cells that do not contain numbers To count the number of
cells in a range that do not contain numbers, use this...

Count cells that contain text
In this example, the goal is to count cells in a range that contain
any kind of text. This could be hardcoded text like "apple" or "red",
numbers entered as text, or formulas that return text values. The
solution uses the COUNTIF function, which...

Related functions 

Excel COUNTA Function
The Excel COUNTA function returns the count of cells that
contain numbers, text, logical values, error values, and empty
text (""). COUNTA does not count empty cells.

Excel COUNTIF Function
COUNTIF is an Excel function to count cells in a range that meet a
single condition. COUNTIF can be used to count cells that contain
dates, numbers, and text. The criteria used in COUNTIF supports
logical...

Excel COUNTIFS Function
The Excel COUNTIFS function returns the count of cells that
meet one or more criteria. COUNTIFS can be used with criteria
based on dates, numbers, text, and other conditions. COUNTIFS
supports logical operators (>,...

Related courses 

Core Formula

Excel Formula Training
Formulas are the key to getting things done in
Excel. In this accelerated training, you'll learn how to
use formulas to manipulate text, work with dates and
times, lookup values with VLOOKUP and INDEX &
MATCH, count and sum with criteria, dynamically
rank values, and create dynamic ranges. You'll also
learn how to troubleshoot, trace errors, and fix
problems. Instant access. See details here.

500 Formulas | 101 Functions

Download 100+ Important Excel Functions

Get over 100 Excel Functions you should know in one handy PDF.

email address Get the PDF

Topics

Formula Basics
Formula Examples
Conditional Formatting
Pivot Tables
Excel Tables
Excel Charts
Shortcuts
More...

Key functions

IF function
VLOOKUP function
XLOOKUP function
FILTER function
SUMIFS function
COUNTIFS function
SUMPRODUCT function
INDEX and MATCH
More functions...

Hi - I'm Dave Bruns, and
I run Exceljet with my
wife, Lisa. Our goal is to
help you work faster in

Excel. We create short videos, and clear
examples of formulas, functions, pivot
tables, conditional formatting, and
charts. Read more.
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Thank you for building this fantastic encyclopedia of Excel functions and knowledge. It is without a
doubt one of the best websites that I always re-visit when I want to find explanations or explore
new functions in Excel. -Emily
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