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Count cells that are blank

Generic formula 

= COUNTBLANK(range)

Summary 

To count the number of cells that are blank, you can use the COUNTBLANK function. In the
example shown, the formula in cell E5 is:

= COUNTBLANK(B5:B14)

Because there are two empty cells in the range, COUNTBLANK returns 2

Explanation 

The COUNTBLANK function counts the number of cells in the range that don't contain any value
and returns this number as the result. Cells that contain text, numbers, dates, errors, etc. are not
counted. COUNTBLANK is fully automatic. Just pass in a range, and COUNTBLANK will return a
result. In the example shown, the formula in E5 is:

= COUNTBLANK(B5:B14) // returns 2

Because there are two empty cells in the range, COUNTBLANK returns 2.

Count not blank

To count cells that are not blank, you can use the COUNTA function. The formula in E6 is:

= COUNTA(B5:B14) // returns 8

COUNTA returns 8, since eight cells in the range contain a value. For more details and options, see
this example.

Author 

Dave Bruns

Related formulas 

All cells in range are blank
Working from the inside out, this formula contains an expression
inside SUMPRODUCT that tests each cell in a range like so: -- (
B5:D5 <> "" ) Inside the parentheses, the result of B5:D5 "" looks
like this: { TRUE , FALSE , TRUE }...

Count cells that are not blank
COUNTA is fully automatic. When given a range of cells, it returns
a count of cells that contain numbers, text, logical values, and
errors. Empty cells are ignored. With COUNTIF and COUNTIFS To
count non-blank cells with the COUNTIF function , you...

Sum if not blank
The SUMIF function supports all of the standard Excel operators,
including not-equal-to, which is input as . When you use an
operator in the criteria for a function like SUMIF, you need to
enclose it in double quotes (""). When you use only " " in a...

If cell is blank
The logical expression ="" means "is empty". In the example
shown, column D contains a date if a task has been completed. In
column E, a formula checks for blank cells in column D. If a cell is
blank, the result is a status of "Open". If the cell...

Related functions 

Excel COUNTBLANK Function
The Excel COUNTBLANK function returns a count of empty cells
in a range. Cells that contain text, numbers, errors, spaces, etc.
are not counted. Formulas that return empty text are counted.

Excel COUNTA Function
The Excel COUNTA function returns the count of cells that
contain numbers, text, logical values, error values, and empty
text (""). COUNTA does not count empty cells.

Related courses 

Core Formula

Excel Formula Training
Formulas are the key to getting things done in
Excel. In this accelerated training, you'll learn how to
use formulas to manipulate text, work with dates and
times, lookup values with VLOOKUP and INDEX &
MATCH, count and sum with criteria, dynamically
rank values, and create dynamic ranges. You'll also
learn how to troubleshoot, trace errors, and fix
problems. Instant access. See details here.
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Get over 100 Excel Functions you should know in one handy PDF.
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Topics

Formula Basics
Formula Examples
Conditional Formatting
Pivot Tables
Excel Tables
Excel Charts
Shortcuts
More...

Key functions

IF function
VLOOKUP function
XLOOKUP function
FILTER function
SUMIFS function
COUNTIFS function
SUMPRODUCT function
INDEX and MATCH
More functions...

Hi - I'm Dave Bruns, and
I run Exceljet with my
wife, Lisa. Our goal is to
help you work faster in

Excel. We create short videos, and clear
examples of formulas, functions, pivot
tables, conditional formatting, and
charts. Read more.
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Thank you for building this fantastic encyclopedia of Excel functions and knowledge. It is without a
doubt one of the best websites that I always re-visit when I want to find explanations or explore
new functions in Excel. -Emily
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